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TRUCK EXPLOSION CREATES

Volunteers killed and apparatus destroyed by blast near Marshalls Creek

EXPLOSION of a semi-trailer van con-
taining 13 tons of nitro carbo nitrate
(ammonium nitrate blasting agent),
2 tons of 60-percent gelatin dynamite
and 99 blasting caps near Bushkill,
Pa., during the early morning hours
of June 26 resulted in death of six
persons, injured 13 others and de-
stroyed three pumpers of the Mar-
shalls Creek Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Preliminary property damage
has been estimated at over $600,000.
The tragic occurrence unfolded at
approximately 4:02 a.m. when Assist-
ant Chief Richard McDonough re-
ceived an alarm on the fire-reporting
phone system employed by the Mar-
shalls Creek department. The caller
identified himself as a passing truck
driver and reported a truck trailer on
fire near Bushkill about 3 miles north
of Marshalls Creek on Route 209.
Due to the uncertainty of the loca-
tion the truck driver, Joseph J. Hor-
vath, Jr., stated he would return to
the scene and illuminate it with the
headlights of his vehicle so that the
fire department would have no dif-
ficulty in responding to the site.

By DONALD M. O'BRIEN

Based on a personal interview with Chief
Ralph Miller and the testimony of Assist-
ant Chief Richard McDonough before an
Interstate Commerce Commission hearing

Chief McDonough then sounded the
public alarm and proceeded to the
nearby fire station where with four
other volunteers, manning three pump-
ers, he responded to the fire driving
Engine 2. Engine 5 and Engine 1
preceded him. The night was clear
with a moon, although there was some
ground fog. He estimated it required
4 minutes to reach the scene. All
pumpers - pulled up in line approxi-
mately 200 feet to the rear of the
burning trailer.

Upon arrival he noted the vehicle
on fire parked about 15 feet off the
road in a clear spot. This was a portion
of a parking area for the Reptile
Farm, a tourist attraction. The tires
at the right rear were burning and

Chief McDonough decided to em.
ploy foam rather than plain water due
to the difficulty of extinguishing 3
tire fire. He also noted the fire had
extended to the base of the van body
at the right rear and was burning
brightly. He likened it to a tungsten
light.

He stated there were no warning
signs of any kind visible. He put his
pump in gear and went to the rear to
obtain a foam playpipe and assist
Fireman Leonard Mosier, who was
pulling off 11/,-inch hose. He esti-
mated this required about 30 seconds.
As he passed between Engine 2 and
Engine 1 he heard a loud spat as the
truck blew up and could feel himself
being propelled through the air. It was
very difficult for him to breathe.

Chief McDonough didn’t remember
hitting the ground, but found himself
lying on his back partially pinned by
a ladder from one of the pumpers.
He said debris of the explosion was
falling like rain. Then other mem-
bers of his department who had
followed in cars were all around and
he was removed to Monroe County

Crater and blast area at explosion scene. Freed poisonous snakes from destroyed reptile farm (left rear) caused concern
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Looking across crater toward wrecked apparatus. Engine 2, last to arrive, pulled between

Front of Engine 5 and shattered tree stump show effect of blast. Tanker-pumper was
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General Hospital, Stroudsburg, by
ambulance.

When the explosion occurred three
Marshalls Creek fire fighters were
killed: F. Earl Miller, 50, former
assistant chief and brother of Chief
Miller; Edward Hines, 42, engineer;
and Leonard Mosier, 38, former assist-
ant chief and past president of the
company. In addition, the truck driver

Blast damage to Engine 2. Assistant Chief
of explosion.

Wreckage of Engine 1, farthest from blast,
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who reported the fire, a young man
residing nearby and a passing woman
motorist were killed. Thirteen others
were injured including: Fireman
Robert Heid, still hospitalized at this
writing, and Assistant Chief Mec-
Donough who required more than 70
stitches for cuts on his left arm, ab-
domen, right thigh and right ankle.
He also had small cuts on the face,

Epistet

McDonough was to rear of vehicle at time

was complete as other pumpers at scene.

a tooth knocked out and suffered tory
cartilege and muscle as well ag a
ruptured right eardrum.

Chief Miller was responding frop,
his home, about 3 miles south of the
fire station, when he heard the ex-
plosion. Without waiting for furthey
word he radioed for help from
Shawnee and Bushkill Fire Depart.
ments. Upon arrival he directed hjg
men in caring for the injured apq
these departments extinguished re.
maining fire in the wrecked vehicle of
the truck driver, who had called in the
alarm, and debris of the reptile farm,

The blast wrecked the three pump-
ers, demolished six houses in the im.
mediate area, splintered and stripped
trees for approximately 300 yards
around, broke windows in buildings
of this Pocono Mountain resort area
for miles in all directions and left g
crater in the ground approximately
60 by 40 by 12 feet. The trailer van
containing the explosives disinte-
grated. The approximate time of the
explosion was set at 4:08 a.m. when
lights went out in the area due to
power line damage.

The trailer was owned by the Amer-
ican Cyanamid Co. and operated out
of its Port Carbon plant near Potts-
ville, Pa. It carried 520 fifty-pound
bags of ammonium nitrate blasting
agent, 80 fifty-pound cases of 60-per-
cent gelatin dynamite and 99 blast-
ing caps of various types. It was en-
route to Fosterdale, N. Y., for use at
a New York Highway Route 17B con-
struction site. The van was stated to
have been placarded on each side and
the rear with explosive signs before
leaving the plant.

Paul K. Kenworthy, an Interstate
Commerce Commission safety inspec-
tor, testified at an ICC hearing held in
Stroudsburg, Pa., June 23-24, that
the driver of the explosives truck told
him he had parked the trailer after the
tires on the right rear had gone flat.
He then returned south on Route 209
in the tractor to an all-night gas sta-
tion where he telephoned his superiors
to report his delay. While at the sta-
tion the explosion occurred. Two ex-
plosive warning signs were found in
the tractor cab by Mr. Kenworthy.

Chief Miller stated that he had
received many offers of apparatus on
loan to help the department until new
apparatus “could be obtained. These
were appreciated but unnecessary.
Stroud Township and Bushkill Creek
Fire Departments had placed appara-
tus in the Marshalls Creek station as

soon as the disaster was known and
before Marshalls Creek fire fighters
had returned to quarters. [
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INSTALL SPRINKLERS —

Toledo’s Answer to

Nursing Home Protection

Sprinkler alarm bell, fire department siamese and post indicator valve at side of Toledo
nursing home, are unobtrusive yet readily available.
All photos by Lt. Russell S. Meacham, Toledo Fire Prevention Bureau

By C. E. BLANCHARD, Chief
Fire Prevention Bureau
Toledo, Ohio, Fire Department

TEN YEARS AGO Toledo had a rest
home fire safety problem comparable
to most cities across the country. Few
of the homes were fireproof and most
were old residential mansions con-
verted to institutional care of the eld-
erly. Although basic fire safety regula-
tions in the way of exits, enclosed
stairs, fire doors, etc., were enforced,
these homes were-a cause of concern
to Fire Chief Arnold Papenhagen and
to the Fire Prevention Bureau.

Conferences were held between fire
officials and officers of the rest home
operators  association. Every one
agreed automatic sprinklers were the
best protection, the problem was how
to go about getting them installed.

Naturally rest home operators were
apprehensive of regulations which
would be costly, and here is where
the selling job began. We soon realize'd
it could not be on a voluntary basis
as some operators would not comply.
Therefore, we drew up an ordinance
requiring full automatic sprinkler cov-
erage in all nonfireproof rest homes
with three years’ time for all to comply.
The rest home operators asked for five
years and this was granted. The or-
dinance passed in 1956 and new con-
version after 1956 was required to
provide sprinklers before starting op-
erations.

By 1961 all rest homes were ful}y
sprinklered and no home existing in
1956 went out of business because of
this regulation. The fire department
inspects the sprinkler systems every
six weeks.

Since full compliance (1961), many
operators have expressed how than.kful
they are for the protection provlqed
which gives them such peace of ¥nm.d
regarding fire safety. In municipali-
ties, fire authorities, along with other
enforcement agencies, should sponsor
sprinkler coverage for rest homes un-
der their jurisdiction. The authorities
are entitled to a little peace of mind
aswelll OO
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